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Holocaust Memory in a Non-Participant Country:
The Case of South Korea's First Holocaust Museum

The Holocaust is not just a tragic event but a globally recognized moral reference point in
human rights discourse. It functions as a symbol of the dangers of dehumanization and violence,
forming what scholars describe as “cosmopolitan memory” [Levy & Sznaider, 2002]. However,
despite this shared memory, countries remember the Holocaust differently depending on their
historical contexts and political identities. This is particularly visible in Holocaust museums, which
reflect national narratives and memory politics. For example, the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum emphasizes democracy and human rights, Yad Vashem connects Holocaust memory to
Zionism and statehood, while the Jewish Museum Berlin focuses on responsibility, loss, and historical

reflection [Choe Ho-geun, 2009].

At the same time, Holocaust memory in geographically and historically distant countries —
referred to here as non-participant countries — represents a distinct field of research. Studies show
that in countries such as Japan, China, India, and South Africa, Holocaust memory is often linked to
local political trauma or victimhood nationalism discourses [Egorova, 2017; Gilbert, 2017; Goldstein,
2017; Baek Hyeon-mi, 2023]. Research on South Korea remains limited and mainly focuses on the
use of the Holocaust in domestic political rhetoric, such as comparisons with North Korean human
rights abuses or with South Korean state violence, such as during the Gwangju Uprising [Im Ji-hyeon,

2021, 251-254].

Nevertheless, in May 2025, the first Holocaust Museum in South Korea opened in Paju.
Notably, the museum was established not by the state or a Jewish community, but by the Christian
Zionist organization Korea-Israel Bible Institute (KIBI). Thus, this research contributes not only to
Holocaust memory studies, but also to the growing yet underdeveloped field of Christian Zionism in

South Korea.

The purpose of this study is to examine the place of the Paju Holocaust Museum within the
broader field of Holocaust memory in South Korea. The research is based on fieldwork at the museum,
exhibition analysis, and an interview with the museum curator conducted in October 2025. To analyze

the museum narrative, the study first examines representative Holocaust museums in participant



countries widely discussed in the academic literature — the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, the Jewish Museum Berlin, and the Yad Vashem. This provides a methodological

framework and a basis for the analysis of the museum in Paju.

The study demonstrates that the Paju Holocaust Museum can be seen as one direction within
the multidirectional memory of the Holocaust in South Korea. Due to its institutional background and
exhibition structure, it differs from Holocaust museums in participant countries. Moreover, its
narrative differs from earlier Korean uses of Holocaust memory centered on victimhood comparisons
or political rhetoric. The museum pursues an educational mission aimed at preventing antisemitism
and fostering empathy toward Jews and Israel. At the same time, this aim is closely connected to the
religious motivations of Christian Zionism. To achieve the goal, it constructs connections between
Korean and Jewish history through an exhibition hall presenting photographs of Jewish American
soldiers who served in the Korean War. Thus, this museum represents a unique form of Holocaust

remembrance in a non-participant country.
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